





Sharon Friends of Conservation Events
Fall - Spring 2011-12

Sunday, November B, at 1 p.m. Sunday, February 5, 2012, at 3:45 p.m. at the
Lakeview Meadow and Horizons trail walk Sharon Public Library
Aneasy 1.5 mile wak Park at cedar fencelot Film, " Queen of the Sun: What Are the Bees
at Morse and Lakeview Streeis, Sharon. Info: Telling Us?" A look at the global bee crisis,
781-T84-4625 (Kurt) colony collapse disorder, the worldwide
disappearance of bees. This engaging and
Wednesday, November 8, at7:30 p.m. ultimately uplifting film weaves an unusual and
SFOC board meeting. dramatic story of the heartfelt struggles of
Moose Hill Audubon Sanctuary beekeepars, scientists, and philoscphers from
263 Maonse Hill Street, Sharon around the world. Co-sponsored with the

Sharon Garden Club. Light refreshments will be

General membership welcome, |
servad. Info: 781-784.7972 (Alice).

Monday, January 16, 2012 (Martin Luther

King Day), at 1 p.m. Saturday, March 24, 2012, at 6:30 p.m.
Winter Walk, our annual favorite, followed Potluck and SFOC annual meeting. Info
by hot cider and bagels. Walk along and food sign-up: 781-784-4625 (Kurt).
Mountan Street to Borderland Stale Park's

Tisdale site, then back aleng the Granile sunday, April 15, 2012, at 2 p.m.

Hille Trail upper loop, Friends Trail and Borderland walk on Moyle's Quarry trail,
Morse loop (altematively, walk back on 1.5 miles. an easy walk on relatively flat
Mountain St.). Park at 282 or 284 ferrain. Park at 580 Mountain Street. Info:
Mountain 5t, Sharon Info: 781-784-4533 781-784-B081 (Richard)

{Rita).

For SFOC current updetes, pls send your e-mail address to sharonfoci@gmail.com or risit our Wb site: www sharonfor org.

Join the Sharon Friends of Conservation
or Renew Your Membership

Mame:
[] New Member
Address:
[ Renewal
- Check ome. Dhees ave 525 per vear.
Telaphone: E-irail:

Would you like te volunteer! Special skills?

Send to SROC, 45 Furnace 5t Sharon, MA& 02067 or pin ondine ar s starondoc. orgfiubportimemibership html
Pesase nede; Sharan Friends of Congervation doss met share of maks yaur menbership infomation available o CFIyOnE,




Scenic Roads

cont'd ram o, 2
The designated Scenic Roads ere Bay Road, Billings Street,
Bullard Street, Canton Street, Cedar Street, Deborah
Sampuon Street, East Street, East Foxboro Street, Edge Hall
Road, Everett Street, Fumnace Street, Gunhouse Street,
Lakeview Strect, Mann's Hill Road, Mansficld Street,
Maskwonicut Street, Massapoag Avenue, Mohawk Street,
Mont Fern Avenue, Moose Hill Parkway, Moose Hill
Street, Morse Street, Mountain Street, Old Post Road, Pine
Street, Pine Grove Avenue, Richards Avenue, South Walpole
Swreet, Upland Road, Walpole Street, and Wolomolopoag
Street.

Collectively, the alert and copperative actions of the
residents can help preserve Sharon's natural beauty and
historical features.

Scenic Roads—Fall Town Meeting Article
The Scenic Roads statute, which Town Meeting adopted in
1977, pives special protection o trees and stone walls on
designated Scenic Roads. Sharon has 31 formally
desigmated Scenic Roads

In the same yvear, Plannmg Board adopted Scenic Roads
Regulations, which have been updated to be dearer and
more effectrve. For instance, the definitions of "cutting or
remaoval of trees” and "violation™ are made more precise,
and a penalty is added to strengthen the Regulations

The obligations of homeowners, developers, landscapers,
tree services, contractors-- anyone planning to cut a tree or
alter astone wall on a Scenic Road--are not onerous, They
are simply (1) 10 inform the Tree Warden and (2) to get the
permission of the Planning Board, before taking action

A violation 15 defined & "cutting or removing a tree. .
with atrunk of diameter four inches or more meazured one
foot from the ground; or teanng down or destroying a stone
wall or a portion thereol, on a Scenic Road, including is
right-of-way, without the prior writien permission of the
Planning Board after a public hearing."

Article 9 on the warmrant for Special Town Meeting on
November 14, 2011, would add a penalty of 3300 fora
violation of the Scenic Roads Regulations.

Please vote in favor of this amicle m order to strengthen
the Scenic Roads Hegulations.

SFOC’s WILDLIFE
PHOTO CONTEST

UUBLLIamE Hry &3 cpoud

Sorry! It's just for people!
Just a reminder that SFOC’s Wildlife Photo
Contest 18 up and running

Started last November, the contes! runs an
catire year to encournge submission of
photos of plants and animals of all seasons
Photos must be from Sharon, Photographers
can be from anywhere. Young folks' entries
welcome.

The contest opened Movember 1, 2010,
and closes November 30, 2011. Winners
will be announced after the December 201 1
judging, Prizes will
be awzrded at the SFOC Potluck Supperin
barch 2012, Far more information,call T1-
TR4-4625 (Kurt], e-mail kurth T juno, com,
or Wisit;
http=//www sharonfoc.org/interest/photocont
est 10-11.ktml.



Pines Only!

by Kurt Busrmann
If you've ever been out walking on Sharon's
trails and come vupon a place whema pines
saem to grow to the exclusion of all elsa, even

low toliage, and where the forest floor seems to

be an unbroken carpet of pine needles, you
may ask, What keeps the other species out?

The answer is a combination of things. Most
simply, the white pine is one of the fastest
growing trees in New England. It surges ahead
of ofher saplngs, such besch or oak, in the
race to the sun. Young pines, two to three feet
high, often grow in dense clumps. The team
together to cast shadow over any seads
sprauting beneath them. In time, some having
waon the race over othar seeds, they begin a
race with their brethren, shutting the light off
from them in a vegetative version of sibling
rivalry. Once the pines have grown tall enough,
though widely spaced, they can block sunlight
vary afficiently, considering their thin neadles.
Further, pine needles form a dense carpet an
the forest floor, preventing other seeds from
sprauting at all.

New Books about Qur Natural World

by Barbra Nafter, Library Ddvecdor, Sharon Pudilic Lavenye

The Chaiel Waorldk: Saving Alaslon’s Wildermess Kingdom,
I879-1960. By Douglas Brankley

The phoos alome ane woath taking a leok at this book

Drowning in Oil: BP amd the Reckless Pursuit of Profic, B
Lorem C. Seelly.

Earih: The ﬂ[: ralor's Munusl ]?:: Richard B .'";||1.':|.'
This 15 8 companien to g PBS decumentary

Kecping Bees: Al You Need do Know to Tend Hives,
Harvest Homcy, and More. By Ashicy English

e on BEarbc A Natumal Hisony of the Mlanes, Dy Tim
Flanmery,

The Locavore Way: Discoverand Enjoy the Pleasures of
Loeally Crown Food. By Amy Cotler.

Rird, B, amd Bug Howses: Simphe Projecis for Your
Ganden. By Derek Jones

These books are available at the Sharen Public Library m the

\JE“ h:lﬁl-li.'ﬂi:lﬁ sechion

Soil too, can be an ally of the pines. They enjoy a
sandy or lecamy soil, which may not be to the taste of
competing species.

While some pine stands can trace their origin to
disused pastursland or deliberately panted areas -
white pinewood can be a valuable crop-- pine-only
groves ara not dependant on such artificial
advantages.

To the hiker, a pine grove can be a very welcome
respite, especially sfter plowing through a2 mile or so
of weady undergrowth,

LUBLLINE LY AQ oloyd

e
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Whenever you visit any of Sharon's nawral places for
just a few minutes or for hours, Sharon Friends of
Conservation asks that vou consider bnnging along some
plastic bags o pick up and carry back any liver you come
across. A bunch of soc bags 15 recommended. You can
double-bag any sharp objects. A bag pulled over your
hand serves as a glove to fend off off any potential
ickiness. If you encounter anything that you don't feel
combertable picking up, you can netily Sharon Friends of
Conservation-kurth7@juno.com--and we'll try to deal
with i, S5ome trash-- balloons, plastic rings and yogurt
cups-- 15 particularly harmful to wildlife. Finally, there's
the added benefit that you are recycling vour grocery bag
in the sense that it is getting a second use. Thanks! ‘



MASSAPOAG RE-BRIDGED

by Kuri Buermann

Afer many years the ot bridge crossing the Massapoag Brook
(near Brook Road) became unusable for all but mountain goats.
Since there are few, if any, mountain goats in Sharon, the Sharon
Friendz of Congervation desided a new bridpge wag in order. The
old bndge, despite its mude construction, served well for more
than seventeen years. Iis builder remains unknown, but the
bridge is sometimes called Ben’s Bridge

Once the new bndge project was approved by the
Conservation Commission, SFOC duly ordered two 30-foot

utility (ielephone) poles. Keevin Geller, of Barney and Carey Co.

Lumber in Sharon, expedited delivery of the poles from Rhode
Island to the trail head. Once at the trail head, the poles needed
to be moved a quarter mile to the brook site. The first thought
was Lo enlist volunteers—maybe twenty people 1o a pole—to
achieve this. On reflection, safety became an issue. If someons
stumbled, it could bring the pole down on top of everyone.
These poles can weigh as much 1,000 pounds each!

Sharon’s Deparment of Public Works came 10 the rescue, A
tno of very competent stalwarts, Mike Temxeirs, Jeff Watterson,
and Eric Bucaria, used a bobcat (a sort of miniature bulldozer)
and a network of pullevs and wires not only 1o bring the poles to
the site but also to position them across the brook.

Some weeks passed before an opponunity came 1o finish the
bridge. At last a doughty hand of volunteers and a bundle of
stout pine planks came together at the site. Once the boards were
Iugged 1o the bridge site, it wasn't long hefore they were in
place, Mot many minuies later, a walker, Lisa Cedrone, came
along and offered to be the first crosser. Though wamed 1o be
careful and that the planks weren't all nailed down yet, Lisa
arrived safely across the brook

The bridge had a goodly number of other crossers even on i1s
first day. It allows safe access to the Town's Massapoag Trail
beyond the brook and is appreciated by hikers, manners, walkers,
and dogs, not 10 mention raccoons and deer

Sharon Friends of Conservation wishes o thank Dedham
Savings Bank fora generous donation toward the two utility
poles; the Sharon Conservation Commission; and the Sharon
Department of Public Works

Fhafos from fap:

Jaff Watherson and Eric Buzana of Sharon's Departmant of
Fublc Warks wresle a 307 ulily pole acroes ihe brook.

Searmus Kelay, Dyian Brurlil and Richard Masdell rail dovwn
plmnks om the e biridge:

Lisa Cadrone is the first Sharon walker io cross the new bridge:
Tha rerw bridge with the od Ben's Bridge in the foreground

Photos by Kurt Bugrmann




Memos from an
SFOC member

by Faith Berkland

We were treated vesterday afternoon to
the antics of a kingfisher My son was
visiling and wok a walk around the
outside of our house, He told me he saw
a kingfisher out by the small cow pond,
but by the time I went out there, it was
gone, Tdid a few things around the
house, and an hour or so later | walked
back there again, hoping to see it. Andl
did! N had something n its mouth and
was making its cackling noise, flying
from tree to tree above the pond. 1 had
never seen one in the vard before. It
stayed for the rest of the aftemoon. 1
think it may have gotten a cravfish. We
have them in the pond, and they can g
prey big by Septembes
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Last Saturday, my brother Scott tumed
over a log and saw a yellow-spotted
salamander, He moved it under a piece
of bark so it wouldn't get squashed. It
was still there when [ went out to see. It
was in front of our house, we have a
long driveway with a couple of logs just
strewn out there.

20045 Mike Grmanno

Photo by Mike Graziano P S —

And We'd like More....

If you have photos of Sharon Wildlife, we entreal you to send them to our Wildlife Sightings
on the Sharon Friends of Conservation website: hitp:/Awww.sharonfoc. org/submit html

You may also enter them in the SFOC Wildlife Photo Conlest (See page 4 for delails.)
Please specify whether you wish to merely submit a sighting or enter the contest as wel|,

A photo is not necessary to submit a wildlife sighting. A witten or hand-drawn record of your

encounter may also be sumitted. Both animals and plants are accepted




Sharon Friends of Conservation

45 Turnace 5t.
Sharon, MA ozob7
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Sharven Friends of Conservalion was started in | 786 "o promote, encour-
Yige &g feastar the DrESarya@ation, Cane ai A rrdmrtenance of a Ll AIR3S, -
tars and wildide in the Town of Sharon n order to further the recreation and

[ g - —— =
enjoyment of the towns resdents. it 1sa non-proft, JU| (c) [3) organzabon

Wye are pleased with several members contnbutbons this and past neEws-
|t e B APE SaEe e ro— o IETLI R | o E P =
L[] WM WoRE arE Eap 1 THCH BAFTKLUIASY 1o YOLNE DEODM [

our nex ssue, Please write about 2 conservation ssue of mportance o you
or send drawings, stores, poems
Kurt Buerrnann, editor; SFOC MNewsletter
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S Furmaca 5 Sharen, MA 0206 7
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